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War and Genocide in Cuba, 1895-1898. By John Lawrence Tone. (Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 2006. xiii + 338 pp. Illustrations, maps,
tables, notes, bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth.)
The word "genocide" was not coined until the end of World War II,
but it appears in the title of John Lawrence Tone's book to describe what
happened in Cuba during the tragic war for independence at the end of the
nineteenth century. Tone joins a lengthening list of historians who use the term
to describe events that occurred long before the mid-twentieth century. He
does not clarify the meaning or go into detail about this supposed genocide
until the latter part of the book, which distracts the reader's attention from the
many other worthwhile parts of this study. The reconcentration policies carried
out by the Spanish commander, General Weyler, led to what Tone estimates as
100,000 death from a combination of tarvation and epidemic di ea e. The
suffering was terrible, but even though it was presented in the tabloid press of
the United States as something later generations would label genocide, that
was not the purpose of the Spanish policy of reconcentration. The suffering
and deaths added to the dimensions of this Caribbean tragedy.
Tone makes extensive use of Spanish military archives in this first
rate study of the war, and he certainly does not hesitate to offer new judgments
on the various participants. He has written a welcome, concise history of the
Cuban War for Independence in which he succeeds in setting out clearly the
complexities of this prolonged war of liberation that turned out to be a tragedy,
in one form or another, for both the Cubans and the Spanish. Tone believes

